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June 2016 Newsletter

IMANTA will hold a Līgo celebration this year on Saturday, June 25, at the OTS Centennial Park at 2104 -156 Street SW. (www.edmonton-ots.com) This is a large park area within the city limits, south of Ellerslie Road.

For the best access to the park, use Anthony Henday Drive to Rabbit Hill Road overpass, then proceed south to Ellerslie Road and continue south on 156 Street to the Park.

-Seniors are encouraged to use our taxi program for transportation. Taxi vouchers will be available at the park. 
-Please bring lawn chairs for your own use.
-RV camping ONLY is available. Please reserve directly with OTS.


IMANTA will provide:

- Snacks starting at 3:00 pm 
- Water, juice, coffee, tea. All other beverages are your responsibility.

- Supper at 6:00 pm: pork, sauerkraut, rye bread, salads, veggies
- Dessert is potluck style.
- We ask for a $5 donation to help with dinner costs.

There will be

-wreath-making. Some flowers will be provided but also bring your own.
-pīrāgi - bring your best!

-games for children throughout the afternoon.

-cheese-making on an open fire.
-bonfire if weather permits. Bring your old wreaths to throw on the fire.

Fires permitted until 12:30 am and park gates close at 2:30 am. All guests must leave unless camping overnight. We are responsible for cleanup so any help will be appreciated.
Please RSVP to help us plan correct food amounts: imantaedmonton@gmail.com  or reply to invitation on FB or contact Ena at 780-468-2728 
Other news:
Our Annual General Meeting was held in March. The members of your executive for the coming year are Ena Rudovics, Ed Rudzitis, Linda Payne, Liesma Mithrush, Nelda Kononova, Agneta Zelle, Megan Ziedins, Zane Garā and Egons Jansons. 

Anita Clarke is our auditor. 
Helen Richards has retired from Imanta’s executive after more than 20 years of energetic and dedicated work on behalf of Edmonton’s Latvian community. We are grateful for her constant enthusiasm and support of IMANTA and her many remarkable contributions. A surprise appreciation event for Helen was held at the end of May.
*****

The Latvian Embassy in Ottawa provided a one-day passport & citizenship service in Edmonton on May 4th and in Calgary a few days later. The demand was good in both cities and we’ve suggested this become an annual event.

*****
The children’s play group has qualified and is now registered as the Edmonton Latvian School with LNAK. The group is taking a break for the summer and will resume activities at the end of August.  Many thanks to Agneta for her work as program director and Zane for her assistance! 
There has been increased interest in IMANTA providing Latvian language classes for adults. If anyone else is interested in participating or helping, please contact us at imantaedmonton@gmail.com 

*****
IMANTA has continuing scholarships for students at NAIT through our casino funding. Information is available at www.nait.ca. The deadline for application is August 30, 2016.   
*****
Congratulations to Velta Bredenfelds, our active centenarian, who celebrated her 102nd birthday in May! 

*****

To avoid future issues with mail delivery for those who receive this by post, all addresses will be updated to include a quadrant. Most of our members live in NW but if your mailing address should read SW, please let us know.
*****

Information on Imanta’s self-administered scholarships for the coming year will be posted online.
*****
Looking ahead: A Latvian Song & Dance Festival will be held in Baltimore, Maryland from June 29-July 3, 2017.
Edmonton Latvian Society
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